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Des News /: 
By JOSEPH CET 
- Deseret News Staff Writer 


‘An ancient steam locomo- 
tive, rescued from oblivion in 
the nick of time, arrived in 
Salt Lake City Wednesday 
aboard a flatcar. 

“For the 93 members of the 
Promontory Chapter of the 
National Railway Historical 


mas toy train ever. 

The 57-foot puffer and oil 
tender were built by Volcan 
Locomotive Works in 1908 for 
the Alameda Belt Line neir 
San Francisco, Calif. For- 
years it served. as a switch 
engine. . 

During World War Two old 
Number 5 hauled Army- 
supplies from Tracy, Calif. to 
a military installation on the 
coast, But after. the war At 


For decades it rusted in a 
junkyard in Stockton, Calif. 
Ron Edwards of Salt Lake 
City discovered: it there last 
year. 

Edwards was den president 
of the Promontory group, an 
organization devoted to cher- 
ishing relics of railroading 
past. 

“The. junkyard was going to 
cut it up for scrap metal, ship 
it to the iron furnaces to 
See LOCOMOTIVE, Page B-8 
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Bob oon examines 64-year-old steam engine saved from California junkyard by Utah railroad buffs. 


Locomotive 
Escapes 
Fiery Doom 


Continued from Page B-1 | 


remelt it and make new 
steel,” said the chapter’s sec- | 
retary, George Swallow, with 


a touch of sad wonder in his 
voice. 


So he and his cronies, 93 of 
them, rallied to save the 
train.—They-talked the-scr: 
people into donating it to 
them as a charity write-off, 
then got Western Pacific to 
ship it out to Salt Lake City at 
a reduced rate. W.P. was able 
to do this because the group is 
non-profit, said Swallow. 


The giant relic arrived 
Wednesday afternoon, very 
rusty, covered with snow, its 
boiler cracked. 


The railroad buffs will store 
their newest toy on 900 feet of 
track it has leased from the 
city at the old Salt Lake Air- 
port, 205 North 2300 West. 


“We're just tickled to death 
with it,” said Swallow, who 
has worked with Union Pacif- 
ic for 34 years. “We're sure 
it'll run. 


“That's our hope, to get it 
restored and running within a 
year.” 


Can that old huk of rusted 
metal ever again drag itself 
along under its own steam? 


Swallow thinks so. “This lo- | 
comotive will take a lot of 
work to restore it, but it can 


be done. We hope too to even- 
tually have a museum for 
these artifacts,” he said. 


The famous Heber Creeper 


owes its present working con- 
dition to restoration work by 


Swallow and his fellows, so 
maybe old Number 5’s eno- 


vation won't be as huge a task 
as it looks now. After all, the. 
old puffer has already been 
snatched from the furnace. |) 


